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RESEARCH LEADING TO INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT
Chapters 3 through 9 have presented the committee's selection of topics for infrastructure research that warrant high priority in the coming decade. Many more topics could be suggested and may warrant research effort. However, the topics included in this agenda comprise a broad scope for researchers and their sponsors, and research resources are inevitably limited.
The committee therefore limited its recommendations to the broad, cross-cutting niches discussed here. Because the boundaries among these infrastructure research niche areas are difficult to define, overlap or duplication among specific research topics may occur within the broad scope of the committee's agenda. Because similar topics can be stated from several perspectives, each possibly leading to fruitful results, some overlap and duplication may be a useful characteristic of a robust research agenda. But it should not become excessive and wasteful. Monitoring of progress is needed.
The committee did not estimate explicitly the reasonable or appropriate cost of research projects that might be developed within this broad scope. Explicit estimates of cost must be based on the specific technical approaches and resources to be applied to each study. Sometimes, initial research results will indicate that resources should be applied differently or that a new approach is needed. Again, monitoring of progress is needed, along with mechanisms for feeding information from evaluation back into the direction of future research.
105terms that provide standards against which future performance may be judged, is also discussed in the context of system Life-cycle management (Chapter 3).
